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Homecomforts
Simple ways to give your home a makeover 

without breaking the bank
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summer of surprises
As the latest edition of DSS 
continues to delight families 
all across Dubai, the events 
and rewards available for all 
just keep on getting better

trail blazers
While some trends can 
disappear as quickly 
as they arrive, a simple 
blazer should be a staple 
item in any wardrobe

solid as a rock
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The recent E3 
technology festival 

in Los Angeles revealed 
a host of exciting new projects 

and developments
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THURSDAY
Faced with becoming little more than 
a dusty museum piece, perhaps it was 
inevitable that watches—like phones, 
coffee makers and cars—would become 
“smart”. Can the smartwatch compete?

TUESDAY 
A heavy rain in which frogs come plum-
meting down isn’t a pretty sight, but it 
happens more often than you’d think. 
Why do animals sometimes fall from the 
sky and how do they get up there?

WEDNESDAY
Gentlemen, start your chequebooks! 
These classic cars each have a price tag 
to blow your mind. Prices start at $6.9 
million (Dh25.5m) if you want one of 
these beauties parked in your garage.

MONDAY
You’ve travelled for adventure and 
culture, so why not to make new friends? 
Check out the countries, according to the 
world’s top guide books, that are consid-
ered the friendliest on the planet.

FRIDAY
Once again our Face-
book page has been 
full of your opinions 
on our daily Burning 
Question. We find the 
best responses from 
our Facebook fans and 
bring you the answers 
that matter most to the 
people of Dubai.

Today
Many events that have been passed 
down as true have eventually been 
proven false. Some were based on fact, 
but became twisted and embellished as 
they were retold. Uncover the truth today.

What’s happening    this week on   

 readme.ae?
Make sure you check out our web site for these daily 
specials, which appear online every afternoon. ‘Like’ us 
on Facebook so that we can keep you up to date with 
our latest online features and fun.

Coming up this week
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Please recycle 
this copy 
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Scan this QR 
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smartphone to go 
to the Facebook 
page of Read.
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smartphone to 
go to the Read. 
website

 Dear Read., I found the recent 
article on heavy metal music in 
the UAE interesting, but some-
what misleading. It makes out 
that Phride.com is and/or was the 
only forum for metal lovers in the 
UAE, but this is not the case. In 
fact, Metality UAE has a forums 
section that is not being used by 
metal fans. It is totally open for 
anyone. Also, there are Arabic 
forums on Metal-J.com and 
English forums at memetalheads.
com, although that site is not very 
active—probably due to people 
going on about the old days and 
not grasping opportunities on the 
new sites! 

I think whoever started the 
Phride.com twitter hashtag is 
unaware of the various metal sites 
trying to support fans. I know a lot 
of people put effort into making 
Phride-like forums, but fans don’t 
use them, which means that all 
of us who put time into creating 
these forums can’t be bothered 

any more. Perhaps these ‘metal-
heads’ should pull their heads out 
of the sand and start using all of 
the resources available to them?

Georgina Enzer
Metality UAE writer/creator

It’s always good to hear from the 
people behind the scenes. We 
hope metal fans appreciate your 
comments and act on them to 
keep this genre alive and kicking 
in the UAE.

 Dear Read., a lady recently let 
her dog loose as I approached my 
villa. The dog ran towards me and 
I started screaming as I have a 
phobia of dogs. However, the lady 
started yelling at me not to scream 
and go somewhere else. This was 
no way to respond—I hope I don’t 
witness such behaviour again in 
the future.

Resident of Springs 3

We are sorry to hear about your 
encounter, however, not all pet 
owners would have reacted in this 
way. Perhaps it will serve as a gentle 
reminder for dog walkers to keep 
their pets under control.
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A selection of the letters 
we’ve received this week. 
Write in to have your say.

Will tablets completely 
replace laptops and PCs in a 
few years from now?

 Yes
 No
 I don’t know
Cast your vote online at www.readme.ae

Last Read. poll results

64%
24%

12%

Do you count what a cashier hands you back?
Yes, always
Sometimes
Not at all

Read. Poll
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Station 
by station 
guide
Looking for something 
to do? You could always 
hop off the train and visit 
one of these...

Summer art camp for kids
June 24 – July 19
Ductac, Mall of the Emirates

Children aged between 
six and 12 can unleash 
their creativity this 
summer while learning 
about famous artists, 
art techniques and art 
history from all over 
the world at this fun 
and educational camp. 
They’ll get messy, have 
fun and make new 
friends while exploring 
drawing, painting, 
ceramics and much 
more. The camp takes 
place daily from 10am 
to 1.30pm Sunday to 
Thursday, and prices 
include all supplies 
and materials plus an 
‘Art Camp’ t-shirt. For 
more information visit 
www.ductac.org.

Under African Skies
June 27 – 30
First Group Theatre, Madinat Jumeirah
This captivating show celebrates the spirit of Africa and 
captures the history of South African music from the 1940s 
and 1950s through to the modern day perfectly. The energetic 
musical production was originally staged throughout South 
Africa and has since toured France, Netherlands, Denmark, 
Turkey, the Carribbean, Belgium and Bahrain, so prepare to be 
wowed as it hits Dubai for the first time.
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Treat yourself 
Ongoing
The Dubai Mall
Summer is here and not only 
does that mean the city will 
start to become quieter as 
people head off for cooler 
climes, but residents can take 
advantage of massive summer 
discounts at malls across 
Dubai. So with the crowds a bit 
thinner, why not head down to 
Dubai Mall to take advantage 
off the great DSS offers and 
summer sales currently on?

Modhesh World
JUNE 14 – AUGUST 25
DWTC
“Considered one of the largest indoor edutainment theme 
parks in the Middle East, Modhesh World is a highly anticipated 
family destination during the summer and this year is open 
to visitors from June 14 to August 25, 2012 during DSS, the 
holy month of Ramadan and Eid Al Fitr. Modhesh World offers 
its visitors more than 40 entertainment zones, in addition to 
international character shows for all nationalities. It receives 
around 500,000 visitors every year from across the region.”
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The Burning Question

Hafiz Hussain
Customer service executive,
Jebel Ali 
I’m from Sri Lanka, so I would 
probably bring over some musi-

cians from my country who could 
perform music that Indians and Sri 
Lankans would know.

Mohammed Al 
Suroor
Student, JLT
I would probably choose the DJ 
David Guetta. I like his songs and 
would enjoy dancing to his music 

live in concert.

Alex Nodelmian
Manager,

Dubai Investment Park
I would like to see the late Joe 
Dassin in concert. He lives on 
through his songs and is 
one of my favourite 

artists.

Carol Rodriguez 
Assistant crew coordinator,

Al Qusais
It would definitely be Michael Jackson. Every 

time I hear his music, I just want to dance. If 
he could be brought back as a hologram—

like they did recently with Tupac—I think that 
even this would be popular. It’s MJ, after all!

Dunya Muftah
Engineer, JLT

I like many artists, so I couldn’t 
choose just one. I do love Mi-

chael Jackson, but unfortunately, 
he won’t be doing a concert any 

time soon.

Essie Griffett
Operations officer,
Dubai Marina
It would have to be Westlife for 
me. I just really like their 
music—ballads al-
ways appeal to 
me more than 
other styles.

Arya Aloysius
Software engineer, Al Qusais
I would like A.R. Rahman to do a 
concert in Dubai. I like his music and  
think it would be a really popular 
event here.

QThe artist behind this year’s biggest hit 
so far, Gotye, has announced he will be 
performing in Dubai on his world tour. 

If you could bring any music star to Dubai for a 
concert, who would it be?
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Here’s what you have 
been saying on the 
Read. Facebook page.
(Responses only edited for length)

How likely do you think online 
learning is to take off, and do we 
still need face-to-face time with 
teachers and lecturers?
Now, it the time to learn some thing 
immediately and we can get educa-
tion online instead of face to face 
lectures. But importance of teachers 
can not be omitted.
—Ahmad Iftikhar 

Generally face to face lectures are 
interesting depending on the lectur-
ers presentation skills. And they can 
get a feed back on how far students 
grasped the topic and etc.
—Fathimah Azkiya 

Well, elearning is a new concept and 
is picking up pace in today’s busy 
life as it has no time constrain. It 
really dosent matter to have a face-

to-face interactions. Knowledge 
can be aquired in any form-source-
medium. The most difficult person 
to convince for this is yourself for 
taking such education.
—Romil Vaya

How well do you think Microsoft’s 
Surface will stack up against the 
best-selling iPad?
It might again an EPIC FAIL!!! I have 

nothing against MS,but emulat-
ing with APPLE’s tablet?it’ll never 
succeed,better stick on non-tablet 
engines, and in many ways they’ll 
be appreciated.
—Randy Obillo-Balbuena 

Microsoft has had its share of suc-
cess. But when it comes to tablet 
PC, apple is way ahead. Its estab-
lished itself very well in the market. 
Not that its hard to beat com-
petitors (eg. Nokia was once the 
king of mobile phones, however, 
blackberry has left it far behind 
thanks to its amazing technology). 
In my opinion, microsoft stands a 
slim chance to win its competition 
against apple.
—Sneha Gangwani 

What are you favourite Beatles 
tracks, and do you think they can 
compared to popular music today?
I’m a fan of THE BEATLES ‘coz my 
dad listens to them back in the 
good old days,”TICKET TO RIDE” 
was the song that I liked the most! 

it was catchy and it was fun to sing 
along with especially the chorus 
part..there are renditions on you-
tube but nothing beats the original!
—Bonsai Blando-Remigoso 

Nothing can compare them.They 
are being unigue of their own.thats 
why i love them and teamwork.
Great job!
—Joy Guantuangco 

can e-learning 
replace lectures?

surface has to take on the ipad

Facebook chatter
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Metro pics
Benjalyn Sales Tatheer Zehra

munnaDilip Achalla

Jacqueline

G.M Farooq

Daniel Mana-ay

Zainal M.IALi Saqib

Post your pictures on the Facebook page of Read. The most creative ones will be published. 
The pictures must be your own and should not be copied from any source. Post your pic-
tures on the wall at www.facebook.com/readmeae or send them to pics@readme.ae
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Mega raffle
Mohammad Hanifa, the first winner of the DSS 2012 mega raffle, had 
plenty to celebrate as he walked off with a brand new Nissan Patrol 
4x4, as well as Dh150,000 in cash on June 14.

The Dubai Events and Promotions Establishment (DEPE), an 
establishment under the Department of Economic Development 
(DED) and organiser of Dubai Summer Surprises (DSS) is organising 
the raffle in collaboration with ENOC and AW Rostamani Group. The 
highly popular mega raffle awards every winner a Nissan Patrol and 
Dh150,000 in cash, making it one of the main attractions of this year’s 
DSS.

The first winner was picked at the draw held at Modhesh World on 
June 14. Raffle tickets can be purchased for Dh200 per ticket at 42 EP-
PCO and ENOC stations across the city. In addition, raffle tickets are 
also being sold at all Zoom Market outlets, street-side kiosks and key 
malls such as Deira City Centre, Al Ghurair Centre, The Dubai Mall 
and Mall of the Emirates. Each weekly draw is limited to only 5,000 
tickets.

Dubai Summer Surprises 2012 (DSS) is proving to be one 
of the best editions to date. Here is a brief look at some of 
the highlights so far.

The surprises keep on coming
Modhesh World, one of the region’s biggest indoor edu-
tainment venues, is welcoming kids and families with 
open arms at its new and convenient location at Dubai 
World Trade Centre. The biggest and most popular sum-
mer fun destination in the region features over 40 zones 
with many exciting attractions catering to every age group 
and nationality.

Modhesh World is open to visitors until 
August 25, 2012 and operates throughout the 
week from 10am until 10pm on weekdays, 10am 
until 12 midnight on Thursday, and 2pm until 
12 midnight on Friday. Entry to Modhesh World 
costs Dh10 for each visitor aged three and 
above.

The dss 2012 mega raffle features a nissan 
patrol and dh150,000 in cash every week

Kids are crazy about Modhesh
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Find your signature scent
Luxury retailer Paris Gallery has launched its Fragrance 
Festival running from June 21 to July 10, featuring exquisite 
perfume brands including Carolina Herrera, Paco Rabanne, 
Ralph Lauren, Comme Des Garcons, Dolce and Gabbana, 
Thierry Mugler, M.Micallef and Hugo Boss. 

Anyone who makes a purchase from the selected range 
of perfumes will win an instant gift from the same brand, 
plus, once a purchase is made, customers are entitled to a 
sealed envelope, which contains either a voucher for a 20 
per cent discount on fragrances, or a gift voucher worth 
Dh100, Dh200, Dh500, Dh1,000, Dh5,000 or a staggering 
Dh10,000. A selected range of perfumes were carefully cho-
sen to feature in this promotion to ensure that only the best 
offering is made to Paris Gallery customers.

Let’s Smurf together
Thousands of kids and families have been 
filling the Main Galleria at Mirdif City Cen-
tre, part of MAF Properties, a strategic part-
ner for DEPE’s 2012 Events and Festivals, to 
watch one of the most awaited shows this 
DSS.

A Very Smurfy Festival made its Middle 
East debut in Dubai on June 14 coinciding 
with DSS 2012. The first few days of the live 
show attracted huge crowds, with children 
clearly excited and thrilled to see their fa-
vourite characters come to life on stage just 
a few steps away from them. The Smurfs’ 
fun, family performance will have its last 
show at Mirdif City Centre on June 24.

Virgin Megastore has mega gifts
Virgin Megastore is participating in Dubai Summer Surprises 2012 by rewarding their 
customers who spend Dh150 or more until July 14. With strategic key partners, including 
du and Mini, Virgin Megastore is offering surprise gifts with every customer transaction 
of Dh150 or more through scratch and win cards. Prizes for the giveaway include laptops, 
cameras, mobile phones, books, CDs and DVDs, gadgets and toys, multimedia accesso-
ries, special prizes from Mini and much more.

“Dubai Summer Surprises is a fun-packed time for the 
residents of Dubai, as well as the many visitors that the city-

wide festival attracts every summer. Virgin Megastore is an 
entertainment destination and lifestyle retailer, and we are 

excited to celebrate DSS by beating the heat and making 
sure everyone’s a winner this DSS,” said Tarek Moussawer, 

Regional Marketing Manager of Virgin Megastore MENA. 
Customers also get to enjoy up to 75 per cent discounts on selected items in the 

store, as well as ‘Buy Two Get One Free’ promotions on books, CDs and DVDs. Shoppers 
can also enjoy a digitally revolutionised photo booth from iBoothME at Virgin Megastore 
in Mall of the Emirates for the entire month of DSS.

paris gallery customers can win a gift voucher worth 
dh10,000 when they shop for fragrances this summer
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Generation U
With Sony and Microsoft both holding off, it was up to Nintendo’s new console, the Wii U, to steal the E3 show.

arlier this month, the 
annual Electronic 
Entertainment Expo 
(E3, as it’s more com-
monly known) took 
place in Los Angeles. 

It may not be the biggest technology 
show on the social calendar, but it’s 
the one that video game developers 
pay the most attention to, and it’s 
where many of the latest consoles, 
games and concepts are launched.

This year, however, it seemed as 
if Microsoft and Sony, the makers of 
the Xbox 360 and the PlayStation 3, 
respectively, had little to shout about, 
simply previewing new, first-party 
titles, a few third-party ones and 
add-ons to their existing consoles.

Sony offered updates on 
its PlayStation Suite 
mobile framework, 
changing the name 
to PlayStation 
Mobile and 
announc-

microsoft made very few announcements 
at e3, instead improving on old features

ing smartphone-maker HTC as a 
partner. And Microsoft expanded 
its multimedia and entertainment 
features for the Xbox 360, along with 
Internet Explorer 10 for the console 
and a technology that can make it 
work with smartphones running 
either Windows 8 or Windows Phone.

Nintendo, meanwhile, had much 
more to shout about, with big an-
nouncements about its new home 
console, the Wii U, taking place, 

along with new 

content and games for the 3DS. It 
should have been the presentation 
of the year—the Wii U is one of the 
most anticipated consoles of the 
current decade, being the successor 
to the Wii, and it’s been described by 
journalists as “the Wii on steroids”. 
However, with shoddy presentations, 
anticlimactic speeches and what 
felt like not enough material to fill 
two full days of talks, the Nintendo 
releases fell a little flat.

No matter, because what fans really 
cared about were the details behind 
the new Wii U, which was first an-
nounced at last year’s E3. What was 
already known is that it will feature a 
new controller called the GamePad, 

which sort of resembles 
what a modern version of 
the Sega Game Gear could 

look like, thanks to its 
embedded touch 

screen in the 
middle. 

And this year, Nintendo announced 
the Pro Controller, which is a much 
more traditional gamepad with two 
analogue sticks.

This year’s E3 was also the first 
time journalists and experts could 
get their hands on the Wii U, even 
though it’s been shown a number of 
times at various expos over the past 
year. And early reviews are very good, 
indeed. Technology correspondent 
Steve Boxer wrote, “It is a work of 
borderline genius which adds a new 
spin to gameplay. It might just be 
Nintendo’s best console since the 
Super NES.”

The fans will have to wait until the 
end of the year before deciding on 
that for themselves, but if Nintendo’s 
fortunes go nearly as well as they did 
when the Wii was released, it should 
be a massive hit. And with games 
such as Pikmin 3, New Super Mario 
Bros. U and ZombiU ready to hit 
shelves when the console launches, 
there should be quite a lot of fanfare 
surrounding Nintendo. What’s more, 
the new Nintendo Land, essentially 
a newer, better version of Wii Sports, 
should attract thousands of casual 
gamers.

Both Sony and Microsoft are still 
sticking with the current generation 
of consoles for the time being. This 
left the goal wide open for Nintendo, 
who had the E3 show free to itself. If 
only the company had made as much 
of a song and dance about its new 
console as the rest of the world will 
when it eventually comes out.  

  It is a work 
of borderline 
genius which 
adds a new spin 
to gameplay.” 
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Generation U

Tech beat

Microsoft 
unveils Surface
Microsoft last week unveiled its own 
line of tablet PCs, known as the 
Surface family, which will be powered 
by the upcoming Windows 8 operating 
system and a choice of either Intel or 
ARM-based processors. The Surface 
will be a direct competitor to Apple’s 
best-selling iPad, running applications 
such as Photoshop or Microsoft Word 
with ease.

USA recaptures world 
supercomputer crown
The Sequoia, from United States 
technology firm IBM, is now 
officially the fastest supercomputer 
in the world, having beaten Fujitsu’s 
K Computer, made in Japan, to 
the top spot. The computer will be 
used to carry out simulations that 
will help extend the life of ageing 
nuclear weapons, negating the 
need for physical tests.

Lumia 808 to be made
available on Amazon us

In spite of plenty of internal turmoil, 
Nokia has announced that its Lumia 
808, the Symbian-powered, 41-meg-
apixel cameraphone, will be available 
on Amazon US sometime this year at 
a price of $700 (Dh2,576). Though 
no regional announcements have 
been made, there is no doubting that 
this handset will turn up on the UAE’s 
grey market shortly after.

Facebook buys Face
Facebook last week acquired 
Face.com, the world’s largest face 
recognition programme, confirming 
that the two companies have been 
in talks about potential tie-ups. In 
its blog announcement about the 
acquisition, Face.com said that 
work with Facebook could afford 
“new opportunities” for products, 
presumably when it comes to tagging 
photos on the social network. 
However, many users dislike face 
recognition, citing it as “creepy”. 
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Happy hair

sk many people what has 
changed about their 

body since living in 
Dubai and you are 

almost guaranteed 
to get one of two 

answers; a little weight gain here 
and there—no doubt thanks to the 
variety of delicious cuisine so readily 
available—and thinning hair.

While some of the lucky ones will 
not be able to lay claim to either 
of these, the fact is that for many 
residents, hair loss—or hair fall as 
it is also commonly known—tends 

A common complaint for many Dubai residents, Read. attempts to get to the root of hair loss.

with a little care, a marvellous 
mane is not so hard to maintain

Hair food
The food you eat affects your 
locks greatly, but this little treat 
will help control and nourish hair 
from the outside as a quick fix.
1) Mix one mashed avocado with 
one teaspoon of olive oil and one 
teaspoon of honey.
2) Apply to your hair from root to 
tip, distributing evenly. 
3) Leave the mask on the hair for 
around 20 minutes.
4) Rinse with warm water and a 
mild shampoo.

water makes it more difficult. The 
high levels of minerals in hard water 
can—in some cases—lead to hair 
loss and skin allergies, as well as a 
build up of dandruff which in turn 
can cause hair fall.

The best trick to avoid this is 
to wash your hair separately in 
bottled mineral water—which 
is cheap to buy but does add an 

extra few minutes to your 
shower—or to invest in 

a filtering shower head 
which removes a large 
amount of the minerals 
and chemicals in the 
water. 

The weather is also 
considered to be an 

aggravating factor by many. 
The hot and sweaty conditions in 
Dubai mean most people end up 
needing to wash their hair every 
day. As well as the water issue, using 
shampoos and chemical products 
on our hair can strip the natural oils 
from the scalp, which, in turn, causes 
brittle, weaker hair that is more 
prone to fall.

The sun is very drying on the 
hair, while the heat and humidity 
of a climate like ours can cause 
hair to become frizzy. To combat 
this, many people will resort to 
heat styling, such as blow-drying 
or straightening, which essentially 
frazzles the hair and weakens each 
strand. Try to avoid using heated 
styling appliances when possible 
and allow your hair to dry naturally. 
A dry shampoo every other day can 
also reduce the need to wash your 
hair—simply spray on, leave to dry, 
then brush through.

For days when you do need to 
wash your hair though, switch 
shampoo to one that is specially 
formulated for hair fall. These will 
usually be much milder and contain 
ingredients that supposedly restore 
hair and prevent further hair loss. 
However, hair can only be restored 
through it’s natural growth cycle, 
which can be supported by avoiding 
the things which could damage your 
locks and eating a healthy, balanced 
diet involving plenty of oily fish, 
nuts, fruit and vegetables.  

to become more apparent when 
residing in our city.

The most commonly blamed 
factor is the desalinated water 
which pumps through our showers. 
Although most desalinated water 
is soft—meaning it contains a very 
small amount of minerals—the 
water in Dubai tends to be hard, 
containing minerals such as 
calcium and magnesium as well as 
a noticeable amount of chemicals, 
such as chlorine. The most obvious 
way to tell if water is hard is by how 
easily soap lathers in it, as hard 
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s the old adage goes, home is 
where the heart is. But what if 

your home is lacking heart? 
Perhaps you have grown tired 
of drab decor and uninspir-
ing accessories, but find 

that a complete overhaul is 
beyond your means financially.

If your budget won’t allow for a total 
home makeover, there are still a few 
simple things you can do to add new 
life to your surroundings—especially 
if you’re willing to get a little creative. 
Here are a few easy, original additions 
guaranteed to brighten up any room.

Revamping your home doesn’t always 
have to be a costly experience if you 

choose to get creative.

If you can’t afford to paint 
a whole room, why not try 
painting just one wall? 
Known as an accent 
wall, a bright colour 
on just one wall will 
breathe new life into 
your home. So long 
as it is OK with your 
landlord (if you are 
renting), an accent 
wall can give an in-
stant focal point to 
a plain, standard-
Dubai magnolia 
room.

 
   

 

Picture frames are an ideal way to decorate the walls without forking 
out for new wallpaper or a complete re-paint. If you can’t find any in the 
shops that suit your taste, many home stores will sell cheap, wooden 
frames that can be easily jazzed up with paint, sequins, beads, seashells, 
anything that takes your fancy. Try buying a selection of frames (of the 
same or different sizes), designing each one differently then arranging 
them in an interesting pattern on the wall. Pictures of family and friends 
inside the frames will instantly lift your mood, or, for an arty twist, why 
not try cutting out some funky pictures from magazines or brochures to 
create your own bespoke look?

 

JUNE 24-30, 2012READ.    
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Dubai is a transient place by its very nature, so take advantage of this when 
looking for new items of furniture. Dubai-based web sites are a great place to 
find free—or so cheap they may as well be free—items that could be exactly 
what you’re looking for. Regular flea markets also provide a great place to 
hunt for bargains. Second hand furniture may not always be in the best 
condition of its life, so be prepared to add your own stamp. A few small pots 
of paint can transform a tired looking wardrobe in to a multi-coloured kids 
closet, or a faded bookcase into a bold and bright shelving unit—perfect for 
displaying interesting ornaments or crockery.

 

For the ultimate stamp of 
originality, have a go at creat-
ing your own artworks to adorn 
the walls of your home. Arts 
and craft shops—even many 
supermarkets—will sell can-
vases, brushes and paints for an 
affordable price, so even if you’re 
not the most gifted person with a 
paintbrush, have a go; you never 
know what you may create. For 

a simple starting idea, ask 
your kids, family and friends 

to brush paint over their 
hand and stamp it onto the 
canvas. If everyone uses a 

different colour and stamps 
their hand close to (even overlap-
ping) another hand print, eventu-
ally you will end up with a bright 
and funky collage, which will not 
only look great, but will serve as 
a great conversation starter and 
have personal meaning to you 
each time you admire it.

  
Try bringing elements of the outdoors into your home with this simple 
idea. Clear glass or plastic pots can be picked up at any homeware store or 
supermarket. Usually used for storing spices or condiments, why not fill 
each one with an element of the great outdoors? Sand, seashells, pebbles, 
pieces of washed up coral—whatever you choose will look great when they 
are displayed as a whole. Four or five different pots arranged in a row will 
look sleek and original, without causing too much clutter. Bathrooms are 
always great for a seaside theme, so extend the idea by placing a basket of 
shells on the bathroom shelf or by the sink to create your own little beach 
right there in your home.

 
   

 

 
Soft furnishing can transform a room with any budget. 

Dubai is a haven for great material shops—the textile souq 
and Dragon Mart instantly spring to mind—and for a few 

dirhams you can purchase all kinds of materials. From 
stripes to spots, silk to suede; if you can picture it, chances 
are you’ll be able to find it. Cushion covers are one of the 

easiest ways to use your new material. As long as you have 
a sewing machine—or a steady hand—you can knock up 
a few new cases in no time. Try mixing different materials 
and different sized cushions for a ‘shabby chic’ look that 
would fit in the window display of any homeware store.

YOU  17
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new release

Did you know?
 The real-life Abraham Lincoln 

was assassinated just six days af-
ter the surrender of the Confeder-
ate commanding general, Robert 
E. Lee, at the end of the American 
Civil War. His death was the first 
assassination of a US President.

 Seth Grahame-Smith, the 
author of the book, also wrote the 

film’s screenplay.
 Tom Hardy was initially ap-

proached to take on the role of 
Lincoln, but he had to turn it 
down due to conflicts with The 
Dark Knight Rises.

 Joaquin Phoenix was the first 
choice to play Sturgess, but he 
turned down the role. 

With a movie based on the fictional 
exploits of the sixteenth President 
of the United States as a secret 
vampire hunter, you’d be forgiven 
for assuming that it could be taken 
with a pinch of salt. After all, a film 
with such a silly premise surely 
can’t take itself too seriously, can it? 
Unfortunately, the newly released 
Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter 
does just that, and this is the first in a 
105-minute long string of problems.

The way this film takes itself so se-
riously—on the one hand as a biopic 
of the famous President and on the 
other as a vampire horror movie—is 
actually pretty surprising, given the 
fact that Tim Burton was signed on 
as a co-producer. The director, while 
a little washed up now, some might 
say, has never found much difficulty 
in finding comedy in the darkest of 
places. Take films such as Sleepy Hol-
low or Batman, for example, which, 
while altogether serious in tone, al-
ways manage to lighten the mood at 
just the right points to bring balance 
to the equation.

But the earnestness of Abraham 
Lincoln can be more easily explained 
when taking a look at the director 
and other main producer, Timur Bek-
mambetov, whose best-known works 
include the 2008 star-studded action 
romp, Wanted, and the bleak fantasy 
action film, Day Watch, sequel to 
2004’s Night Watch. Make no mistake; 
Bekmambetov doesn’t do comedy, 
and it’s made quite obvious in his 
latest film.

Based on the 2010 novel of the 
same name by Seth Grahame-Smith, 
Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter 
chronicles the loss of the President’s 

mother at the hands of a vampire 
when he is very young. Understand-
ably very upset and incensed, he em-
barks on a secret campaign against 
the whole of vampire-kind, all the 
while becoming a highly achieved 
lawyer, politician and eventual Presi-
dent. Think of him as a sort of Bruce 
Wayne for the 19th century, fighting 
vampires instead of regular crime.

The film is held together by the 
character of Lincoln, and a great 
performance by Benjamin Walker, 
who looks like a young Liam Neeson 
and is just as imposing. He’s in 

Abe’s odyssey
The ridiculous premise 
of Abraham Lincoln: 
Vampire Hunter means 
that its earnest tone is 
hard to take seriously.
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With the super success of recent flick 
Rowdy Rathore, it seems that Akshay 
Kumar has found himself a new lucky 
charm in the shape of Sonakshi Sinha. 
Rumours are rife in Bollywood that Sin-
ha has been signed up for a fast-paced 
song and dance number in Kumar’s 
next movie, entitled Oh My God.

With his show Satyamev Jayate making waves, 
Aamir Khan has become the first non-MP 
Bollywood actor to be invited to the Indian 
Parliament. The head of the parliamentary 
committee, Shanta Kumar, has invited Khan to 
share his views on the subject of Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) in the pharmaceutical sector.  

Bollywood fans could be in for a treat 
with the chance to meet Priyanka 
Chopra and Shahid Kapoor in Dubai, 
plus win premiere tickets for their 
upcoming movie, Teri Meri Kahaani. 
Etisalat subscribers can dial 144 or SMS 
“723628” to 1100 and set a Greetune 
from the movie for a chance to win. 

Aamir heads to parliament

Meet the stars Sonakshi sings

Bollywood news

It’s generally an unwritten rule 
that films should make sense. 
Call us traditionalists but we 
like to leave the cinema without 
feeling angry, bitter or cheated.  

But try telling that to those 
sneaky screenwriters. In 1991’s 
Shattered, Tom Berenger has 
a disfiguring car crash and 
loses his memory. After re-
constructive plastic surgery, 
he learns that his “caring” wife 
was cheating on him. But Tom 
Berenger isn’t Tom Berenger at 
all. He discovers his own dead 
body and finds out he’s actually 
the guy his wife was having an 
affair with. 

The problem? The plastic 
surgery can apparently change 
his hair, voice, height, and body. 
Movies like this make you swear 
to never waste another dirham 
at the cinema 
again. 

However, 
David Lynch, 
director of 
titles like 
Eraserhead, 
Twin 
Peaks and 
Mulholland Dr., turns the 
nonsensical into Oscar-worthy 
experiments. 

Lynch uses the cinema to 
express non-rational energy 
in tangible form (visually and 
aurally). This energy is familiar 
to us all, but has been repressed 
in us by language, rationality, 
and education. Lynch makes 
puzzle pictures that no one is 
expected to solve, and jigsaw 
films whose pieces never quite 
fit together. So even if you don’t 
quite understand a movie once 
the credits roll, don’t worry; 
maybe you’re not supposed to. 

“N” is for 
Nonsensical 

A - Z of 
Movies

“However, 
David Lynch 

turns the 
nonsensical 
into Oscar-

worthy 
experiments.” 

almost every scene, and he man-
ages to find a fiery chemistry with 
almost every member of the cast, 
providing the film with its much-
needed sincerity. Meanwhile, Mary 
Elizabeth Winstead plays Mary Todd 
Lincoln, Lincoln’s wife, helping to 
bring a little believability to this 
frankly absurd iteration of the first 
couple. And Dominic Cooper plays 
Lincoln’s mentor, a “good” vampire 
named Henry Sturgess, who helps 
provide some of the best scenes in 
the film, thanks to the natural rap-
port between the two actors.

Of course, being about vampires, 
this film is shot through with impres-
sive action sequences, the best of 
which is a chase between Lincoln 
and a vampire in the middle of a 
horse stampede. This scene actu-
ally makes the last action sequence, 
involving a railroad and a burning 
bridge, a little anti-climactic, though 
it’s still a feast for the eyes. In be-
tween, there are plenty more vampire 
murders, many of them very grue-
some, and it’s all done with extremely 
impressive craftsmanship. If it were 
a straight-up action movie, it could 
probably have done very well.

But the film’s main problem is that 
it isn’t scary or exciting enough to 
be an outright horror, it isn’t funny 
enough to have a laugh, and it’s in 
no way serious or factual enough 
to be a viable biopic. It’s like taking 
Winston Churchill and turning him 
into a zombie hunter in the midst of 
World War Two; you can’t get away 
from the ridiculous premise, so why 
would you make a film that takes 
itself so seriously? Unfortunately, by 
the end of Abraham Lincoln: Vam-
pire Hunter, that question is far from 
having been answered.  

walker and winstead
display excellent chemistry

the gruesome action 
sequences are thrilling
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The classic black blazer is the most practical style a woman can 
own. A simple black blazer can be used in many ways to create 
new outfits and looks from the items in your current wardrobe. If 
you don’t own this fashion staple, it may be time to purchase one. 
Black blazers are not only stylish but they can be worn dressed 
up, for business and for casual wear.

Floral, striped and patterned blazers also look great for sum-
mer and longer boyfriend styles are perfect for layering over 
skinny jeans or a dress. Boyfriend blazers look great with jeans, 
trousers and pencil skirts.

For a casual trendy look, pair a simple white vest 
or shirt with a boyfriend jacket and black jeans, or 
leather trousers for a more edgy look. For a dressier 
style, opt for a clean, crisp white blazer with tailored 
shorts. Add high heels, a chunky bracelet, earrings 
and an envelope clutch for a touch of glamour.

The LookThere aren’t many trends that 
transcend between men and women, 
but the blazer is one such item that 
defies fashion rules—looking chic 
and elegant on both the ladies 
and the gents.

Her

Bold blazers

christina applegate

kim kardashian

river island

asos

marks and spencer

audrina patridge

new look

next

next

marks and spencer
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I am hugely excited for the 
new Great Gatsby movie 
to be released. Other than 
seeing one of my favourite 
books interpreted by Baz 
Luhrmann on the big 
screen, I am really looking 
forward to seeing the 
beautiful 1920s outfits 
and costumes. The 1920s 
was a fantastic time in 
fashion for both men and 
women. The First World 
War was over and for the 

first time people were 
properly experimenting 

with fashion and pushing 
the conservative boundaries 

that lay in place, giving birth 
to the “Roaring Twenties”. If 

you want to stay ahead of the 
trends 1920s is the way forward 
(or backward). Fashion royalty 
Coco Chanel was a major pioneer 
for women at 
the time, one 
of the first to 
wear trousers 
and to reject 
the corset. Her 
legacy to the 
emancipation 
of women via 
fashion and rejecting traditional 
fashion values stand as a 
testament to her character. So get 
involved. Think flapper dresses, 
plenty of beads, plum lips, 
coiffured hair and tasseled skirts. 
Embrace your inner ‘20s girl with 
pleated dresses, cloche hats, and 
low-waist dresses. So, ladies and 
gentlemen, the ‘20s are officially 
back—you heard it here first!

Let your fashion 
statements roar

FASHION
OPINION

ZOYA PASHA
FASHION BLOGGER
deserts and 
diamonds

The Look

“Coco Chanel 
was one 

of the first 
women to 

wear trousers 
and reject the 

corset”  
The blazer is one of the most essential pieces of 
the male wardrobe—women aren’t the only ones 
rocking the trend. Stylish men like Kanye West 
and Bruno Mars have been spied in trendy blazers 
worn with casual jeans and trousers.

The classic navy or tan blazer is largely associ-
ated with elegant country clubs, however a blazer 
doesn’t have to land you in a polo club. Pair your 
blazer with contrasting coloured chinos or jeans for a 
modern, dapper look. In the warm weather, a blazer 
looks great as a preppy piece with tailored shorts, 
boat shoes and an open-buttoned shirt.

Him

bruno mars

kanye west

next

marks and spencer

H&M

H&M
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still he protests his innocence. As the 
novel unfolds, we wonder if Nick could 
really be the killer, and if he isn’t, then 
where is his wife? The clues come at 
the beginning, though the ingenious 
plot saves the answers for the end, 
climaxing with a literary moment that 
will remain etched on the minds of 
readers for weeks.

From New York Times best-selling 
author Gillian Flynn, one of the most 
critically acclaimed suspense writers 
of the 21st century, comes the simple 
but brilliantly put-together story of a 
marriage gone horribly wrong, with a 
healthy dose of “whodunnit?” murder 
mystery thrown in for good measure.

It starts just before the fifth an-
niversary of Nick and Amy Dunne, the 
latter of whom is clever and beautiful. 
However, as the presents are being 
wrapped, Amy suddenly disappears, 
and Nick quickly becomes the prime 
suspect for her murder. He does little 
to help himself, endlessly parading a 
series of lies and being overly evasive.

There’s definitely a hint of bitter-
ness to Nick’s words and actions, but 

BOOKS

By Gillian Flynn

Gone Girl: A Novel

Broken Harbor by Tara French
This is the fourth novel about the Dublin murder squad by Tara French, and it 
follows Mick Kennedy, a brash cop who plays by the book but plays hard. He’s 
handed the case of the year; Patrick Spain and his two children have been killed 
and his wife is in intensive care. But there’s much more to it than that.

If you like this then you could try...

Charity and fashion came together 
recently in Dubai as Bollywood 
superstar Salman Khan launched ‘Be-
ing Human’—a fashion brand with a 
difference. The brand is now available 
exclusively at Splash and ICONIC 
stores in the region.

The launch event was attended by 
Khan, along with the Being Human 
team and Raza Beig, CEO of Splash of 
ICONIC. Being Human was launched 
in 2007, when Khan envisioned a con-
cept that would support the underpriv-
ileged. The Salman Khan Foundation, 
owner of Being Human, is a lifestyle 
brand and a registered charitable trust. 
All royalties from the lifestyle brand go 
to support the twin causes of educa-
tion and healthcare for the needy. 

Khan’s passion, love and dedication 
for the brand ensures that he not only 
wears the product, but also signs off 
every style. Khan said, “We have had 

charity

ALBUM

Bollywood fans enjoy a treat as Salman Khan launches his ethical ‘Being Human’ clothes brand in Dubai.

Fashion with a cause 

Given that cult Canadian 
rock band Rush have been 
going since 1968, anyone 
would be forgiven for think-
ing that they’re a little past 
it. After all, the likes of Eric 
Clapton and Paul McCartney 
haven’t put out anything 
good for years, and there 
are plenty more acts from 
that era who have faded into 
obscurity. And yet, here Rush 
are with their 20th studio al-
bum, and what an album it is.

The band are very well-
known for their cerebral lyr-
ics and psychedelic tunes, and they’re 
also praised for adapting their music 
to the times without actually losing the 
bare bones of what makes them Rush. 
Clockwork Angels comes after a five-
year wait for the fans, who last heard 
the pitch-perfect Snakes and Arrows, 
quite possibly the most complete Rush 
album since the 1980s, so it has plenty 
to live up to.

It doesn’t disappoint. Reportedly 
a concept album about a repressive 
force known as the Watchmaker, 

the album adopts an intriguing and 
cryptic narrative that’s characteristic 
of lead vocalist Geddy Lee. This means 
that tracks such as Caravan and Head-
long Flight, which would sound fine 
on their own, actually feed off of each 
other, with the album reaching an 
early climax with the title track, before 
climaxing again and again throughout. 
The album shows that Rush can still 
walk the line between edgy, cerebral 
and accessible with all the finesse of 
an Olympic gymnast. 

Clockwork Angels
Artist Rush   Label Roadrunner

salman khan in one of his designs

an overwhelming number of requests 
from the UAE asking us to launch 
Being Human clothing here. I am 
delighted that Splash and ICONIC now 
make Being Human clothing available 
across the region. All fashion labels are 
about looking good, Being Human is 
also about doing good.”

Beig said, “Salman is a cinematic 
and cultural icon who is loved for his 
movies and philanthropy. Being Hu-
man is an integral part of Salman’s life 
as he is personally involved in building 
the brand and extending it to a collec-
tion that is hip, cool and funky—and 
one where the message stands out 
loud and clear. In Salman’s own words, 
wearing Being Human means you 
‘look good, do good’ because you help 
people by the simple act of slipping on 
your clothes every day.”

As part of the launch, Khan visited 
the Splash store in Mall of the Emir-
ates and ICONIC in Deira City Centre 
where he interacted with his fans. 



Fashion with a cause 
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Great
Gibraltar

No longer just an English colony, Gibraltar is beginning to develop its own identity.

he Gibraltar of to-
day no longer feels 
like England trans-

posed to a sunny, Medi-
terranean setting. True, 

helmeted bobbies still 
patrol the streets, and the traditional 
red phone boxes stand before pubs 
bearing names like Admiral Nelson. 
However, despite these notable Brit-
ish influences, there is much more to 
Gibraltar than its colonial heritage. 
The tiny colony is actually a cultural 
cocktail of Genoese, Spanish, North 
African and other elements that have 
lent it a richly cosmopolitan air, bely-
ing its old reputation as Aldershot 
del Mar.

Gibraltar crams an impressive 
amount of history, culture, colour 
and life into an area less than three 
miles long and two miles wide. There 
are prehistoric caves, eleventh-
century baths, cathedrals, castles, 
mosques, temples and military 
fortifications alongside more recent 

Sites of 
interest
Europa Point
Upper Rock
St Michael’s Cave
Siege Tunnels
The Mediterranean Steps
Main Street
 

To learn more about the mythi-
cal and genuine history behind this 
fascinating formation, spend an 
afternoon at the Gibraltar Museum, 
which provides a detailed account 
of the Great Siege in the eighteenth 
century, when the Spanish tried 
unsuccessfully to recapture the 
rock. It also contains a replica of the 
60,000-year-old Neanderthal skull 
found in one of the caves and exca-
vated fourteenth-century Moorish 
baths in the basement.

After a long day on your feet, dive 
into the bustling atmosphere of 
Casemates Square and reward your-
self with some traditional British fare. 
Fish and chips, kebabs and pub grub 
are readily available or, for some-
thing a little more upmarket, head 
to Queensway Quay Marina, where 
fresh seafood and grilled meats can 
be found at smart, new restaurants.

The addition of venues like these has 
significantly boosted Gibraltar’s culi-
nary reputation, formerly not one of its 
prouder assets. These days, Gibraltar 
is developing an identity of its own, 
both in culinary terms and in a wider 
cultural sense, with elements of the 
African, Mediterranean and English 
rolled into one colourful whole. 

additions, such as shops, restaurants, 
marinas and luxury hotels.

All this can easily be covered 
on foot, although it takes a hardy 
walker to climb to the summit of the 
rock. This vast, limestone ridge is 
the focal point, rising to 426 metres 
with sheer cliffs on its northern and 
eastern sides. The ancient Greeks and 
Romans considered this imposing 
monolith to be one of the two pillars 
of Hercules, alongside Jebel Musa in 
Morocco.

Up close, the rock is riddled with 
holes, caves and tunnels. Once, 
these served as hiding places for the 
military gunmen waging territorial 
battles over the strategically located 
Gibraltar, but today, they are filled 
with curious tourists exploring the 
rock’s maze-like interior. Diving 
into these tunnels is one reason for 
walking to the top of the rock, rather 
than taking the cable car. Another is 
the luxuriant mass of flora and fauna 
that lines the footpaths.

the gibraltan marinas 
provide idyllic settings
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The 
quick-fix 

myth
hen it 

comes to 
crash diets, 

there really 
does seem to 

be a polarity of 
opinions. On the one hand, expert 
advice and scientific research gener-
ally agrees that crash dieting is not 
only unhealthy, but often leads to 
gaining weight in the long term. On 
the other hand, however, are a raft 
of hyped-up articles by so-called 
dieticians and lifestyle writers, 
who claim that, while they may not 
be the healthiest way to go about 
things, crash diets can really work.

Looking at the evidence, however, 
it would be hard to disagree with 
the experts. The name “crash diet” 
implies a lack of concern for proper 
nutrition, and the aim is to severely 
restrict calorie intake to achieve 
rapid weight loss. It’s extreme, to say 
the least, and it almost never works 
in the long term. This is because 
crash dieting causes the body’s basal 
metabolic weight to slow down, as it 

When it comes to crash dieting, 
scientific evidence advises strongly 
against it, but there are still those 
who see the short-term benefits.  

attempts to get the most out of 
every calorie it can get due to 
the sudden absence of energy. 
This means that when the 
person eventually goes back 
onto a normal diet, they are 
likely to put on more weight than 
they have initially lost.

“If a diet really worked, we’d all be 
on it, and we’d stay on it. The reality 
is that fad diets don’t work to help 
you lose weight and keep it off,” ad-
vises online health service WebMD, 
which starkly opposes crash diets. 
“No matter what you’ve read in 
magazine articles, if you really want 
to trim down, the most effective way 
is to eat a variety of healthful foods, 
exercise regularly, and stop super-
sizing your meals.”

This is, in a nutshell, the only 
sure-fire way of living a healthy 
lifestyle and maintaining a healthy, 
balanced weight. However, there are 
still those who think that, if it does 
not become a regular occurrence, 
a crash diet is fine every now and 
then, particularly if the person sim-

  If a diet 
really worked, 

we’d all be on 
it. The reality is 

that fad diets don’t 
work to help you 
lose weight and keep 
it off.” 

ply needs to lose a couple of 
kilograms for that upcom-

ing office party.
In this case, there are 

a few crash diets out 
there that are seen as 
not so bad, though it 
should be stressed that 
they are still not long-
term solutions to be 
replaced with having a 
healthy lifestyle. 

One of the most 
well-known and 
celebrated crash diets 
is the cabbage soup 

diet, which, just as it 
sounds, involves eating 

only cabbage soup for a 
week. The soup should 
contain green onions, 
green peppers, canned 
tomatoes, celery, cab-
bage and any seasonings 

for flavour. It promises 
to rid the dieter of almost 

five kilograms within a 
week. That said, it should 
not be taken on for much 
longer, lest the body starts 
to be deprived of what it 
needs.

Unfortunately, there 
aren’t many other safe 
crash diets out there, and 
some people have gone to 
extreme lengths, border-
ing on self-starvation, 
in order to lose weight 
quickly. The best thing to 
do, it would seem, when 
it comes to weight loss, is 
to enjoy a balanced diet 
coupled with exercise. 
And that’s the plain and 

simple truth. 

Three popular crash diets
 The juice diet – Involves 

consuming various juices as the 
primary sources of food. It often 
works well as a detox diet, and can 
provide vitamins, but should not 
be endured for too long.

 The liquid diet – The liquid 
diet is much like the juice diet, 
though the liquids consumed do 
not have to just be fruits, and can 

include diet shakes and vitamin 
supplements. Again, it should not 
be endured for more than a week.

 The grapefruit diet – This 
diet requires you to cut out 
carbohydrates—bread, pasta and 
rice—though it does allow dieters 
to eat other kinds of foods, so long 
as half a piece of grapefruit is 
eaten with every meal.

crash dieting, at best, 
works in the short-term
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Movie 
guide 
Grand Cineplex - Wafi 
Abraham Lincoln (3D) - 10:40, 12:50, 
15:00, 17:10, 19:20, 21:30, 23:40
Asmaa - 12:15, 14:15, 16:15, 18:15, 
20:15, 22:15, 00:15 
ATM - 11:00, 12:50, 14:40, 16:30, 
18:20, 20:10, 22:00, 23:50
Ferrari Ki Sawaari - 10:30, 13:30, 
16:30, 19:30, 22:30, 01:30
Madagascar 3 - 11:30, 13:30, 15:30, 
17:30, 19:30, 21:30, 23:30
Madagascar 3 (3D) - 10:30, 12:30, 
14:30, 16:30, 18:30, 20:30, 22:30, 
00:30
Moonrise Kingdom - 10:00, 12:00, 
14:00, 16:00, 18:00, 20:00
Rock Of Ages - 10:00, 12:20, 14:40, 
17:00, 19:20, 21:40, 00:00
Snow White & The Huntsman - 11:00, 
13:30, 16:00, 18:30, 21:00, 23:30 
Soldiers Of Fortune - 22:10, 00:10
Teri Meri Kahaani - 10:30, 12:00, 
13:30, 15:00, 16:30, 18:00, 19:30, 
21:00, 22:30, 00:00, 01:30
Van Wilder: Freshman Year - 11:45, 
13:45, 15:45, 17:45, 19:45, 21:45, 
23:45

Grand Megaplex - Ibn 
Battuta  
Abraham Lincoln - 11:50, 14:00, 
16:10, 18:20, 20:30, 22:40
Abe Lincoln : Vampire Hunter (3D) - 
10:40, 12:50, 15:00, 17:10, 19:20, 
21:30, 23:40

Al Maslaha - 22:30, 00:45
Asmaa - 12:15, 14:15, 16:15, 18:15, 
20:15, 22:15, 00:15 
ATM - 11:00, 12:50, 14:40, 16:30, 
18:20, 20:10, 22:00, 23:50 
The Avengers - 12:15, 15:00, 17:45, 
20:30, 23:15
Ferrari Ki Sawaari - 11:30, 14:30, 
17:30, 20:30, 23:30
Lock Out - 10:00, 12:00, 14:00, 16:00, 
18:00, 20:00, 22:00, 00:00 
Madagascar 3 - 11:00, 11:30, 13:00, 
13:30, 15:00, 15:30, 17:00, 17:30, 
19:00, 21:00, 23:00
Madagascar 3 (3D) - 10:30, 12:30, 
14:30, 16:30, 18:30
Men In Black 3 - 12:10, 14:20, 16:30, 
18:40, 20:50, 23:00, 01:10 
Moonrise Kingdom - 10:00, 12:00, 
14:00, 16:00, 18:00, 20:00, 22:00, 
00:00
Prometheus - 10:15, 12:45, 15:15, 
17:45, 20:15
Rock Of Ages - 10:00, 12:20, 14:40, 
17:00, 19:20, 21:40, 00:00 
Saguni - 11:00, 14:00, 17:00, 19:30, 
20:00, 20:30, 22:45, 23:00, 23:45
Snow White & The Huntsman - 11:00, 
13:30, 16:00, 18:30, 21:00, 23:30 
Soldiers Of Fortune - 11:50, 13:50, 
15:50, 17:50, 19:50, 21:50, 23:50 
Teri Meri Kahaani - 11:30, 13:15, 
14:15, 16:00, 18:45, 19:45, 21:30, 
22:30, 00:15, 01:15
Van Wilder: Freshman Year - 11:45, 
13:45, 15:45, 17:45, 19:45, 21:45, 
23:45

Grand Cinemas - 
Festival City  
Abraham Lincoln (3D) - 10:40, 12:50, 
15:00, 17:10, 19:20, 21:30, 23:40 

Asmaa - 12:15, 14:15, 16:15, 18:15, 
20:15, 22:15, 00:15 
ATM - 11:00, 12:50, 14:40, 16:30, 
18:20, 20:10, 22:00, 23:50
Lock Out - 20:00, 22:00, 00:00
Madagascar 3 - 11:30, 13:30, 15:30, 
17:30, 19:30, 21:30, 23:30 
Madagascar 3 (3D) - 10:30, 12:30, 
14:30, 16:30, 18:30, 20:30, 22:30, 
00:30
Men In Black 3 - 13:20, 17:40, 22:00
Moonrise Kingdom - 10:00, 12:00, 
14:00, 16:00, 18:00, 20:00 
Prometheus - 11:00, 15:20, 19:40, 
00:00
Rock Of Ages - 10:00, 12:20, 14:40, 
17:00, 19:20, 21:40, 00:00 
Snow White & The Huntsman - 10:00, 

12:30, 15:00, 17:30
Soldiers Of Fortune - 22:10, 00:10 
Teri Meri Kahaani - 11:00, 13:30, 
16:00, 18:30, 21:00, 23:30
Van Wilder: Freshman Year - 11:45, 
13:45, 15:45, 17:45, 19:45, 21:45, 
23:45

Grand Cinecity - Al 
Ghurair
Abraham Lincoln (3D) - 10:40, 12:50, 
15:00, 17:10, 19:20, 21:30, 23:40 
Asmaa - 19:30, 21:40, 23:50
ATM - 11:00, 12:50, 14:40, 16:30, 
18:20, 20:10, 22:00, 23:50 
Ferrari Ki Sawaari - 10:30, 13:30, 
16:30, 19:30, 22:30 
Madagascar 3 - 11:30, 13:30, 15:30, 
17:30, 19:30, 21:30, 23:30 
Rock Of Ages - 10:00, 12:20, 14:40, 
17:00, 19:20, 21:40, 00:00
Rowdy Rathore - 10:30, 13:30, 16:30
Saguni - 11:00, 14:00, 17:00, 20:00, 
23:00
Teri Meri Kahaani - 11:00, 13:30, 
16:00, 18:30, 21:00, 23:30

Grand Mercato
Abe Lincoln : Vampire Hunter (3D) - 
10:40, 12:50, 15:00, 17:10, 19:20, 
21:30, 23:40 
Asmaa - 20:00, 22:00, 00:00
ATM - 11:00, 12:50, 14:40, 16:30, 
18:20, 20:10, 22:00, 23:50 
Madagascar 3 - 11:30, 13:30, 15:30, 
17:30, 19:30, 21:30, 23:30 
Madagascar 3 (3D) - 10:30, 12:30, 
14:30, 16:30, 18:30, 20:30, 22:30, 
00:30
Rock Of Ages - 10:00, 12:20, 14:40, 

17:00, 19:20, 21:40, 00:00
Snow White & The Huntsman - 10:10, 
12:35, 15:00, 17:25
Teri Meri Kahaani - 11:00, 13:30, 
16:00, 18:30, 21:00, 23:30

Vox Cinemas - Deira City 
Centre
Abraham Lincoln (3D) - 10:45, 13:00, 
15:15, 17:30, 19:45, 22:00, 00:15
Ferrari Ki Sawaari - 11:30, 14:30, 
17:30, 20:30, 23:30
Lock Out - 00:30
Madagascar 3 - 10:15, 12:15
Madagascar 3 (3D) - 11:00, 13:00, 
15:00, 17:00, 19:00, 21:00, 23:00
Men In Black 3 (3D) - 11:45, 16:45, 
21:45
Moonrise Kingdom - 10:30, 12:30, 
14:30, 16:30, 18:30, 20:30, 22:30
Prometheus - 14:00, 19:00, 00:00
Rock Of Ages - 11:00, 13:30, 16:15, 
18:45, 21:15, 23:45
Rowdy Rathore - 14:15, 17:15, 20:15, 
23:15 
Saguni - 10:30, 13:45, 17:00, 20:15, 
23:30
Snow White & The Huntsman - 10:00, 
12:45, 15:30, 18:15, 21:00, 23:45 
Teri Meri Kahaani - 10:00, 11:45, 
12:45, 14:30, 15:30, 17:15, 18:15, 
20:00, 21:00, 22:45, 23:45

Vox Cinemas - Moe 
A Few Best Men - 10:15, 13:00, 
17:15, 21:30
Abraham Lincoln (3D) - 10:30, 12:45, 
15:00, 17:15, 19:30, 21:45, 00:00
ATM - 11:00, 15:15, 19:30, 23:45
The Avengers (3D) - 11:15, 14:15, 

prometheus

rock of ages

Listings THE READ. WEEKLY GUIDE TO WHAT’S ON AT THE MOVIES.
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17:15, 20:15, 23:15 
Lock Out - 10:30, 12:30, 14:30, 16:30, 
18:30, 20:30, 22:30, 00:30 
Madagascar 3 (3D) - 10:00, 11:00, 
12:00, 13:00, 14:00, 15:00, 16:00, 
17:00, 19:00, 21:00, 23:00
Men In Black 3 (3D) - 10:00, 12:15, 
14:30, 16:45, 19:00, 21:15, 23:30 
Moonrise Kingdom - 11:15, 13:15, 
15:15, 17:15, 19:15, 21:15, 23:15 
Prometheus (3D) - 18:45, 21:30, 
00:15
Rock Of Ages - 10:15, 11:15, 13:00, 
13:45, 15:30, 16:15, 18:00, 18:45, 
20:30, 21:15, 23:00, 23:45
Snow White & The Huntsman - 10:30, 
13:00, 15:30, 18:00, 20:30, 23:00
Teri Meri Kahaani - 12:30, 15:15, 
18:00, 20:45, 23:30

Vox Cinemas - Mirdif 
City Centre  
Abraham Lincoln (3D) - 10:00, 12:15, 
14:30, 16:45, 19:00, 21:15, 23:30
ATM - 11:30, 15:30, 19:45, 23:45 
Lock Out - 13:30, 17:45, 21:45
Madagascar 3 (3D) - 09:45, 10:45, 
11:45, 12:45, 13:45, 14:45, 15:45, 
16:45, 17:45, 19:45, 21:45, 23:45
Men In Black 3 (3D) - 19:00, 21:15, 
23:30 
Moonrise Kingdom - 11:30, 13:30, 
15:30, 17:30, 19:30, 21:30, 23:30
Rock Of Ages - 10:30, 13:30, 16:00, 
18:30, 21:00, 23:30
Snow White & The Huntsman - 10:15, 
13:00, 15:45, 18:30, 21:15, 00:00 
Teri Meri Kahaani - 10:15, 13:00, 
15:45, 18:30, 21:15, 00:00

Reel Cinemas - Dubai 
Mall
A Few Best Men - 12:10, 14:20, 
20:10, 22:20, 00:30 
Abraham Lincoln - 12:35, 15:00, 
17:25, 19:50, 22:15, 00:45
Abraham Lincoln (3D) - 14:00, 16:25, 
18:50, 21:15, 23:45
Asmaa - 11:55, 14:05, 16:15, 18:25, 

moonrise kingdom

schedule correct at time of 
going to press; however, please 

note that theatres can change 
schedules without notice What’s 

happening 
this week in Dubai

City of Friends
Safety always comes first during Dubai 
Summer Surprises.
Date: June 28 – July 8
Duration: 11 days
Audience: Public
Category: Entertainment
Venue: The Dubai Mall 
Admission: Free
Telephone: 600 54 5555

Future Libya Develop-
ment Forum 2012: Infra-
structure and Rebuild

Future Libya focuses on rebuilding the 
country and its infrastructure.
Date: June 27 – 28
Duration: 2 days
Timings: 9am – 6pm
Audience: Professionals
Category: Conference
Venue: Al Bustan Rotana, Dubai
Admission: $1,200
Telephone: 04 447 2811 
or 055 561 6973

Invest Nigeria 2012
This conference is all about investing in 
Nigerian companies and projects.
Date: June 25 – 26 
Duration: 2 days
Audience: Public
Category: Conference
Venue: Jumeirah Emirates Towers hotel 
Admission: $995 - $2,499
Telephone: 04 335 2437

Under African Skies 
Musical
The First Group Theatre is celebrating 
the spirit of Africa.
Date: June 27 – 30
Duration: 4 days
Audience: Public
Category: Entertainment
Venue: First Group Theatre,
Madinat Jumeirah 
Admission: Dh185
Telephone: 04 366 6546

20:35, 22:45, 00:55
ATM - 14:50, 16:50, 18:50, 20:50, 
22:50, 00:50
The Avengers - 14:25, 17:30, 20:30, 
23:40
The Collaborator - 14:10, 16:10, 18:10
Ferrari Ki Sawaari - 11:10, 13:40
Madagascar 3 - 11:00, 11:30, 13:00, 
13:30, 15:00, 15:30, 17:00, 17:30, 
19:00, 19:30, 21:00, 21:30, 23:00 
Madagascar 3 (3D) - 12:05, 14:05, 
16:05, 18:05, 20:05, 22:05, 00:05
Men In Black 3 - 17:00, 19:15, 
21:30, 00:05 
Moonrise Kingdom - 11:20, 13:25, 
15:30, 17:35, 19:40, 21:45, 00:10
Prometheus - 16:30, 19:10, 21:50
Rock Of Ages - 11:05, 13:30, 14:30, 
16:05, 17:05, 18:40, 19:40, 21:15, 
22:15, 23:40, 00:45
Snow White & The Huntsman - 16:20, 
19:00, 21:40, 00:20
Soldiers Of Fortune - 14:05, 18:10, 
20:20, 22:20, 00:30 
Teri Meri Kahaani - 11:55, 14:30, 
17:00, 19:30, 22:00, 00:30
Van Wilder: Freshman Year - 14:20, 
16:30, 18:40, 20:50, 23:00, 01:05

Reel Cinemas - Marina 
Mall
Abraham Lincoln - 12:30, 14:45, 
17:00, 19:10, 21:25, 23:40 
Abraham Lincoln (3D) - 18:00, 20:10, 
22:35, 00:50
Madagascar 3 - 12:30, 14:40, 16:50, 
19:00, 21:10, 23:30 
Madagascar 3 (3D) - 11:30, 13:40, 
15:50
Prometheus - 11:05, 13:40, 16:25, 
19:10, 21:45, 00:20
Rock Of Ages - 11:30, 14:05, 16:40, 
19:15, 21:50, 00:25
Snow White & The Huntsman - 11:10, 
13:40, 16:20, 19:05, 21:35, 00:15

Pitbull live in Dubai

Cuban-American pop superstar Pitbull 
is locked in for his first ever Dubai 
performance.
Date: June 29
Duration: 1 day
Timings: 9:30pm
Audience: Public
Category: Entertainment
Venue: Dubai World Trade Centre  
Admission: Dh350 (general admis-
sion), Dh595 (front stage pit), Dh695 
(VIP lounge), Dh295 (balcony - seated)
Telephone: 050 644 3474
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he venerable Jeep 
Wrangler seems to 
have been around 

forever. For anyone 
heading to the UAE from 

European shores, the 
thought of battling around in a rug-
ged Jeep seems too much to resist and 
the Wrangler has become a staple for 
families, airhostesses, off-road war-
riors and city slickers alike.

In fact, the Wrangler has been 
around far longer than modern 
Dubai. The first Jeeps, on which the 
Wrangler is loosely based, were built 
way back in 1941 for the US military. 
The model proved so popular that, 
after the war had ended, the CJ was 
released for the general public to buy, 
with production continuing well into 
the 1980s.

But in the past, owning a Jeep came 
at a price. The old YJ Wrangler 
had terrible air condition-
ing, bouncy leaf springs and 
access for rear passengers 
was woeful. Things improved 
massively in 1997, when the 
new TJ model was released, 
incorporating a range of 
creature comforts. But then, 
for the next 10 years, things 
stood fairly still.

But in 2007, Jeep released 
the new JK model, which 
finally brought the Wrangler 
up to spec with all the things 
people now expect from a 
modern car. But perhaps the 
most important thing that oc-
curred with the new model launch 

New life

The horsepower provided by 
the Wrangler’s 
3.6-litre V6.

285

         The Jeep Wrangler is older than the UAE, but it can still easily impress. 

SPECS 

(as tested)

Engine: 3.6-litre V6

Power: 285hp@6,400 rpm

Torque: 353Nm@4,800 rpm

0-100km/h: n/a

Top speed: n/a

Price: Dh105,000 (two-door) 

Dh131,000 (four-door)

was that, for the first time, Jeep 
released a four-door model, finally 
bringing the Wrangler to large families 
and people not prepared to compro-
mised on passenger space.

The new JK model is certainly all-
Wrangler, with its big, round head-
lights and visible roll cage. The doors 
still have the hinges on the outside 
and there are bolts and brackets eve-
rywhere, allowing an almost incalcu-
lable number of body alterations.

On the outside, the biggest changes 
are the huge rubber bumpers that 
have been added to the car. They’re 
not pretty, but certainly look very 
effective. On the Unlimited four-door 
version, the second set of doors work 
into the design nicely. They could eas-
ily have upset the whole stocky design 
of the Wrangler, but the designers 

comfy, spacious seats. Everything is 
far more upmarket than with previous 
models and ergonomically well laid 
out.

Perhaps the only thing missing is 
the strange absence of any parking 
assistance. Considering the corners 
of the car are hard to see, there’s no 
rear camera or any parking sensors. 
Perhaps that’s why it has such big 
bumpers?

Under the curved bonnet it a 3.6-li-
tre, 285 horsepower, V6 engine, mated 
to a 4-speed auto gearbox. Apart from 
the odd notable Italian, V6 engines 
just don’t sound very nice, especially 
with the manufacturers’ stifled ex-
haust systems. Owners would do well 
to fit an aftermarket pipe.

One of the only complaints about 
the Wrangler is that it needs two 
steps on the gearbox kick down. 
It doesn’t drop a gear without you 
planting your foot to the floor. How-
ever, when you do, the revs hit the 
ceiling and it takes off like a scalded 
cat. That’s great in the desert or for a 
fast overtake, but sometimes you just 
want to go a bit faster without the 

drama.
That said, there’s very little to 

not like about the JK Wrangler. 
The four-door adds prac-
ticality without losing that 
uniquely Jeep feel. Yes, it’s 

bouncy over speed ramps 
and not particularly fast on 

the highway. Okay, there’s wind 
noise and a few quirky design 

features, but most importantly, it’s a 
whole lot of fun. 

have managed to squeeze in the 
extra set of doors without it looking 
awkward.

But by far the biggest change is 
inside. Although it’s still very much 
a Wrangler, you now get everything 
you’d expect, including a great stereo, 
Bluetooth for your phone or iPod and 



New life
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seeds for the future. They understand 
that doing a good job doesn’t mean 
that others will actually realise it. In 
order to become a top office politi-
cian, develop a personal track record 
as someone who gets results and don’t 
dwell on your mistakes or others will 
notice your shortcomings too. 

Don’t stick with one group
Mingling with your coworkers during 
lunchtime or coffee break is the best 
way to keep up-to-date with all that 
is happening in the different depart-
ments. Office politicians don’t cling 
too tightly to one crowd; they master 
the art of making good conversations 
with both peers and bosses. With that 
being said, make sure that you don’t 
become the office “social butterfly” to 
the extent that you aren’t getting your 
work done.

Profile Power Figures
Understanding the informal and 
formal network is key to becom-
ing a successful office politician. 
Find out who’s who in the organisa-
tion and identify where the power 
and influence lay. Once you profile 

Believe it or not, almost every work-
place is a political environment. While 
many say that they don’t engage in 
such games, there’s actually little truth 
to that. Even though we probably 
might not realise it, we are all engaged 
in office politics to a certain extent. 
While the word politics implies doing 
absolutely anything to get ahead, of-
fice politics is really all about building 
relationships to get things moving at 
work. While managing office politics 
can be a difficult thing to do in diverse 
companies, trying to maintain a 
healthy, productive political environ-
ment is crucial for success in today’s 
complex workplace. Akhtaboot un-
veils five smart tactics to help you win 
the political game, the ethical way. 

Master the Fine Art of 
Tactful Bragging
Most employees think they have 
only two choices when it comes to 
self-promotion; remaining under 
the table or sounding arrogant, but 
neither works. Good self-promoters 
know this: They’re always planting 

GETTING AHEAD

The politics of our workplace can affect us all in many ways.

Playing fair in office politics
power figures at your company, build 
relationships that are based on trust 
and respect with those who have the 
informal and formal power while 
avoiding empty flattery. Pay attention 
to the way they speak, network and 
work, and develop your strengths in a 
way that emulates their behaviour.

Be Real to Yourself and 
Others
Standing up for the right things, being 
known as a person who is honest, 
dependable and fair are indispensible 
qualities of a true office politician. 
Practice what you preach. Whenever 
you hear something, take some time 
to evaluate how much credibility it 
has. Rise above personal conflicts and 
never rely on confidentiality. Always 
assume that things will be disclosed 
and decide what you should reveal or 
not accordingly. Doing so, you might 

not be liked by everyone but you will 
be respected by most for sure.

Have your Say
You know that weekly 
30-minute meet-
ing that you all hate 
because it seems 
to drag on forever? 
These meetings might 
seem irrelevant and 

very common but they 
are one of the most 
important aspects to 

give attention to when it 
comes to office politics. 

Not only this is your chance 
to be with the people who 
have the most influence over 
your promotion, but your are 

being evaluated by both your 
peers and boss. Office poli-
tics demand that you come 
prepared for these meetings. 

Office politics just happen, 
whether we admit it or not. 
Some people try to be noble 
and refuse to play the politi-
cal game; they try to focus 
their efforts on their tasks 
and hard work, hoping that 
they will be noticed and 
rewarded. But in fact, there 
is no such thing as not 
being part of it. Business 
is all about competition; 
from time with important 
colleagues, prestige, rec-
ognition, bigger salaries, 
to—of course—power. 
Don’t hate the game of 
politics; step out of your 
comfort zone and play it 
to win. 

mastering office politics could 
lead to powerful future roles
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JOBS AVAILABLE

Sales executive/sales manager required 
for an advertising agency/digital print 
unit in JLT. Should be experienced in 
similar fields. Email CV to vacancy.
advertising@gmail.com. 

Hairdresser required for a ladies salon 
in Dubai. Nationality not specific. 
Should have experience in similar field. 
Send CV to jobs.beauty@hotmail.co.uk/
call 043549001.

Housemaid required for a small family 
of three, to cook and clean. Near Grand 
Hotel, Al Qusais. Preferably Sri Lankan. 
Accommodation will be provided. Call 
0507941195.

Insurance sales staffer required for an 
insurance company. Full-time position. 
Graduates only. Fixed salary. Incentives 
and employment visa will be provided. 
Send CV to vivet.menezes@alfuttaim.ae.

Babysitter required to look after two 
boys (3 and 4 years). Should speak good 
English. Send CV and picture to amna.
sulaiman@hotmail.com. 

Direct sales marketing executives re-
quired for a multinational organisation. 
Salary Dh4,000. Call 042545354. Email 
CV to mnc.sales2012@gmail.com.

HVAC technicians with GCC experi-
ence and good English language 
skills required for FCU/FAHU/Pump 
maintenance in residential towers. CV 
to careers@envirogreen.ae.

Filipina call centre agents with fluent 
English and GCC experience required 
for a facility management company. 
Send CV to careers@envirogreen.ae.

Elec/mech technicians with GCC 
experience and good English language 
skills required for maintenance of all 
systems in residential towers. Send CV 
to careers@envirogreen.ae. 

Email ambmjobs@gmail.com.
JOBS WANTED

Pakistani Graphic Designer, looking for 
opportunity to work with Advertising 
Agency or Digital House, 3 years UAE 
experience. Contact: 0501788049 or 
email: god_give_me_life@yahoo.com.

Indian sales coordinator/sales execu-
tive seeks full-time job. 6 yrs experience 
in building materials, hardware, power 
tools and structural steels. Well versed 
in computers. Call 0529780768.

Indian female, graduate, seeks part-
time job in promotion, sales or market-
ing. Have experience in similar fields. 
Fluent in English. Call 0554627937. 

Indian male seeks job as a caretaker 
for the elderly. Hard working. Ready to 
help in day to day activities. Fluent in 
Arabic. Call 0509412636.

Filipina, 25, seeks job in admin/HR as a 
secretary/receptionist/cashier. On visit 
visa. 3+ yrs experience in administra-
tive support. Proficient in Microsoft Of-
fice. Fluent in English. Call 0529530518 
or email Qu3tzzy@gmail.com.

Semi-qualified CA & MCom, 25, finance 
enthusiast seeks job in the financial 
realm. 4+ yrs experience in auditing, 
accounts & finance. Call 0529267819/
email nikhilpattni@gmail.com.

Pakistani female, with bachelor’s de-
gree in marketing and journalism seeks 
job in similar fields. Email sherly_2@
live.com.

Pakistani male, 24, seeks full-time job. 
4 yrs experience as a driver, documents 

clearing, and foreman. Owns UAE D/L. 
Call 0501154562.

Nepali male, 28, seeks job. 7 yrs experi-
ence as sales/retail/assistant store 
manager in Nepal. On visit visa. Expect-
ed salary Dh5,000. Call 0561370322/
email santosaryal82@gmail.com. 

Indian male, 28, graduate seeks full 
time job. 6+ yrs experience in business 
development, client relationship, 
brand building, vendor management 
and production. Call 506954690/email 
ranjithravindran07@gmail.com.

Indian male, BTech electronics/com-
munication seeks job in electronics/
telecom/IT/sales/office administration. 
2 yrs experience. Call 0504646927/
email ssleneesh@gmail.com. 

Male, MBA finance, BCom seeks 
full-time job in accounts/finance. Call 
0507274310/email haseeb.qasms@
yahoo.com. 

Indian male, 27, graduate seeks part-
time job. 7 yrs experience. Owns valid 
UAE D/L. Good communication skills. 
Call 0507488128.

Indian male seeks job. 10 yrs ex-
perience in marketing/sales and as 
showroom manager. Email reejo2510@
yahoo.com/call 0529322441.

Male, MBA, software engineer seeks 
full-time job. 2+ yrs experience in sales 
and marketing. Call 0508616415.

Syrian, male, seeks job as an accoun-
tant executive. 5+ yrs experience in 
accounts construction, and real estates. 
Call 0554565235.

Filipino, bachelor’s degree, seeks job as 
an import/export/logistics coordinator. 
9 yrs experience. Good communication 
skills. Knowledgeable in import-export 
procedures both in air & sea. On tourist 
visa. Call 0566270115/email jacob.
jubert@yahoo.com. 

Male, HR and admin professional 
seeks full-time job in similar field. 4 yrs 
experience in hospitality and the media 
sector. Call 0552372667.

Arab male seeks full-time job. Have 
experience in IT/networking, as an as-
sistant, helpdesk. 2 yrs experience. Call 
0551852485.

Keralite female seeks full time job as 
a telephone operator, counter reserva-
tion staffer or ticketing staffer (Galileo). 
Email alka.biju@yahoo.com. 

Male seeks full-time job. Proficient 
in wedding videos/editing/photogra-
phy/graphic design, 3D art work. Call 
0555731512.

Indian sales/marketing executive seeks 
job. 20 yrs experience in the field of 
electronics & household appliance. Well 
versed in the GCC markets. Proficient 
in technical affairs. Computer literate. 
Call 0505090621.

Indian male seeks job in computer 
h/w sales and service/insurance sales. 
Call 0556096413/email renjithuae7@
gmail.com.

Indian male, 25, MBA, seeks full-time 
job in finance, etc. Have experience in 
banking insurance. Call 0509628048/
email yunumunna786@gmail.com.

Indian, male seeks job as a safety 
engineer. 3 yrs working experience in 
similar job. Call 0529461090.

Keralite female seeks full-time job as 
an assistant accountant/office assistant. 
1 yr experience. Knowledgeable in Ms 
Office and Tally. Email rasheeqasamad@
gmail.com. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

T-shirts & uniforms: We supply brand 
new T-shirts and uniforms with em-
broidered or printed logo. With much 
more extensive range of products. Call 
0508645387/www.quilldraws.com. 

Great offer on website design. For only 
Dh375. Free domain/free hosting. Call 
0508864342.

Part-time income opportunity. A US-
based multinational company operating 
in 40+ countries, 

Offers part-time/weekend/after office 
hours income opportunity for profes-
sionals, housewives and students. Email 
actiona9@gmail.com.

Apply for Etisalat E-Life service and 
get Dh1,000 gift voucher from LG. Call 
0508296617.

Kabayan tourist/cancelled visa as-
sistance available. Call 0501149849/
emailtravelteam07@yahoo.com.

AUTO

Wanted: Nissan/Toyota. 1-ton, single 
cabin pick-up model, 2000-2005. Seri-
ous sellers. Call 0556796008.

Nissan Xtrail, 4WD, 2002 model for sale. 
Lady driven. In excellent condition. 
Pearl white colour. Comes with power 
windows and central locking system. 
Dh22,000. Negotiable. Call 0507393190. 

Mercedes C 280, 1995 model for sale. 
Black colour. Fully automatic. In good 
condition. Dh12,000. Call 0552070428.

ITEMS 

Fresh look and customised contact 
lenses available for sale. Available in 
12 colours. Price for Dh100 with free 
lens cleaning solution and case. Call 
0504220382.

BlackBerry 9360 with sleep pouch and 
with screen guard available for sale. In 
good condition. Call 0553981799.

Etisalat USB modem available for sale. 
In good condition. At reasonable price. 
Call 0557309266.

Used 13.3in MacBook laptop available 
for sale. 2GB RAM/160GB HD. In good 
condition. Price for Dh1,599. Call 
0556789741.

Brand new 19” HD LED TV in original 
packing available for sale. Located in 
Al Qusais, Dubai. Price for Dh450. Call 
0503423067. 

25” JVC TV in very good condition avail-
able for sale. Located in Al Qusais, Dubai. 
Price for Dh400. Call Ali on 0503423067. 

Used Apple Macbook Uni-body available 
for sale. Still under warranty. Comes with 
all its accessories. Price for Dh2,000. Call 
0567790702.

LG TV 42’’ available for sale. Urgent sale. 
Un-opened pack. Price for Dh1,900. Call 
0558180836.

Four chairs, dining table, double cot 
bed, and two-door cupboard all avail-
able for sale. Price for Dh350. In Hor Al 
Anz, near Abu Baker Al Siddique metro 
station and Dubai Municipality. Call 
0561481747.

NLP (Neuro Linguistic Programming) 
course/study material CDs available for 
sale. Price Dh250. Interested parties can 
call 0552757453. 

Brand new Macbook available for sale. 
White 2012, core 2 duo. Comes with box. 
For only Dh2,700. Price negotiable. Call 
0552683258.

SERVICES

Computer & network services avail-
able. For offices & homes .Work on 
providing all kinds of IT solutions. Call 
0504750933.

Interior painting, interior services 
available. We paint any type of room 
whether it is in an office, apartment or 
villa. Call 0551243749.

Home tutoring lessons available in ac-
counting for CBSE/British curriculum 
students and ACCA. Call 0557309266. 

Tutoring lessons available in all 
subjects up to the 5th grade. Services 
extend for the summer as well. Call 
0509505977.

Certified male masseuse available. 
With over 10 yrs experience. Home ser-
vices also available. Call 0555178327.

Tutoring lessons available in Sharjah, 
Rolla Street, opposite Mubarak 
Centre, from grades KG-12 and up. All 
curriculums and syllabuses (IGCSE, 
CBSE, Federal, Board, A-Levels). Call 
0503258367.

Home tutoring lessons available in 
graphic design. Including animation, 
3D visualization and much more. Call 
0555731512.

Home & office computer& server up-
grade and repairing services available. 
For easy networking. Call 0557414116.

Mobile app development services 
available. We work on any smartphone 
including iPhone, iPad, Galaxy and 
BlackBerry. Email cwis@eim.ae/call 
043325126.

Full-time babysitting/daycare services 
available in Karama, near LuLu center. 
Experienced Indian lady. Starting from 
7:30am to 6:00pm. (Sunday to Thurs-
day). Call 0559039701. 

ACCOMMODATION 

Furnished bedspace available for rent. 
For two Filipina ladies only. Located 
behind Asiana Hotel, on Salah Al Din 
Road. Rent for Dh500 with free Wi-Fi/
Orbit. Call 0555991354. 

3 bedspaces available for rent. 
Bachelors only. Located at Satwa, near 
Al Maya Supermarket. Comes with 
attached bath/kitchen. W/E included. 
Call 0556932581/0557359396.

Semi-furnished room available for 
rent. Indian couple/working ladies 
only. Located in Bur Dubai behind Palm 
Beach Hotel. Rent for Dh1,600. Call 
0561498330.

Room available for rent. Executive 
bachelors only. Near Rigga metro 
station. Clean and neat flat. Comes 
with free E-life internet/kitchen and 
washing machine. Rent for Dh2,000. 
Call 0552854854.

Studio flat available for rent. Keralite 
families only. Located in Ajman, Al 
Bustan area. Monthly rent Dh1,000. Call 
0558360645.

Fully furnished bedroom available for 
rent. Located opposite Carrefour, Bur 
Dubai. For 2 months only. Starting from 
July 1st till August 30th. 24 hrs security, 
gym and pool. Call 0552001531.

3 bedspaces available in 1BHK for rent. 

Indian bachelors only. Located near 
Baqer Mohebi, Rolla Street and Bur 
Dubai. Starting from July 1st. Comes 
with internet, E-vision, kitchen, gym 
facilities. Call 0504262347, 0553689118.

Bedspace available for rent. Filipinos 
only. Gender not specific. Opposite 
Union metro station, Al Ghurair. 
Rent for Dh450-500. Comes with free 
DEWA & TFC. Wi-Fi will be shared. Call 
0552457706/0504967615.

Furnished bedspace available for rent 
in a clean flat. Two can share one room. 
Indian females only. Near Rigga metro 
station. Call 0505536263.

Bedspace available for rent. Executive 
Keralite bachelors only. Clean flat. 
Located near fish roundabout . Near 
Union, Baniyas, and Salah Al Din metro 
stations. Kitchen and washing machine 
available. Rent for Dh400 + DEWA. Call 
0567821330.

Family room available for rent. 
Keralites only. Located near Rashidiya 
near metro station. Call 0552137341, 
0505789433.

Big room available for rent in a 
two-bedroom flat. Located near new 
Talal S/M, Al-Qusais. Rent for Dh650 + 
DEWA. Call 0507995723.

Semi-furnished room available for 
rent. In Deira, near Reef Mall and metro 
station. Families only. Also comes with 
balcony. Call 0503826788/0552249453.

Room available for rent. Comes with 
attached bathroom. Located in Burj Al 
Noor bldg., Al Nahda 1. Near Sahara 
mall and bus stop. Rent for Dh1,600 
+ DEWA. Available from July 1st. Call 
0507358636.

Executive bed space available for 
rent. Preferably Indian/Pakistani 
bachelors. Internet and kitchen 
facilities. Located in Hor Al Anz , Deira. 
Rent for Dh400, including DEWA. Call 
0503469226/0551440525.

Shared accommodation available 
for rent. Keralite Christian couples 
preferred. Located in Deira, Naif. Call 
0504538774. 

Furnished room available for rent. 
Near Al Qusais near metro station. 
Comes with central AC and separate 
baths. Internet/TV also available. To 
be shared with working spinster South 
Indian ladies. Rent for Dh1,500 includ-
ing W&E. Call 0506592956.

Room available for rent. Bachelors 
and families only. Located in Karama, 
opposite Gmart. Starting 1st of July. Call 
0505987967.

Partitioned accommodation avail-
able for rent. Filipino singles/couples 
only. Rent for Dh1,100-450-600. 
DEWA/internet included. Comes 
with attached bathroom/kitchen. 
Opposite Dubai Nursery, Jafiliya. Call 
0508460879/0504372947.

Bedspace available for rent. Spacious 
room. Kabayans only. Opposite Burju-
man area, Karama, near metro station. 
Free DEWA, internet, Orbit & Gasul. 
Call 0559743741/0502283723.

Shared accommodation available 
for rent in a 1BHK flat. Located in Al 
Nahda, Al Qusais, behind Zulekha 
Hospital. Rent for Dh2,000 (DEWA + 
internet inclusive). Call 0507197088. 
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RTA call centres awarded

call centres

 The Salik call 
centre is operated by 
more than 60 
employees from 20 
nationalities.” 

(top and below) mattar Al tayer receives the awards alongside rta directors

The RTA has clinched two Best Call 
Centre regional awards, presented 
by Insights Middle East, a leading 
institution offering specialist call 
centre services for the Middle East. 
The main RTA call centre (800 90 
90) won the Best Government Call 
Centre Award in the Middle East, and 
the call centre dedicated to the toll 
gate system, Salik  (800-SALIK) won 
the Best Medium Call Centre Award 
in the Middle East.

The two awards were accepted 
by Mattar Al Tayer, Chairman of the 
Board and Executive Director of the 
RTA, from Dominick Keenaghan, 
President of Insights, in the presence 
of Mohammed Obaid Al Mulla, RTA 
Board Member and Chairperson of 
the Customers Council; Yousef Al 
Rida, CEO of the Corporate Admin-
istrative Support Services Sector; 
Nabeel Mohammed Salih, Acting 
CEO of the Traffic and Roads Agency 
and several directors of the RTA.

Al Tayer expressed his pleasure 
with this achievement, which ech-
oed the steps taken by the RTA to 
translate the directives of HH Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice President and Prime Minister of 
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, relayed 
to the heads and directors of local au-
thorities and departments last May, 
to improve the calibre of customer 
service offerings without resting on 
laurels. He also mentioned that the 
RTA winning these awards reflected 
its commitment to sort out suitable 
customer service solutions aligned 

with the highest international prac-
tices of the call centre industry.

“The RTA is keen on diversifying 
the channels of delivering customer 
services highlighted by modern 
communication technologies and 
online services. For this purpose, the 
RTA has chalked out an integrated 
strategy for converting service deliv-
ery format to the electronic mode in 
keeping with the vision and drive of 
the Dubai e-Government. The RTA 
assigns paramount importance to 
customers, and works tirelessly to 
simplify procedures and improve the 
level of services rendered to custom-
ers,” said Al Tayer.

“The RTA recently introduced sev-
eral changes in the scope of services 
delivered to clients, where the main 
call centre has been transformed 
from a channel for merely respond-
ing to enquiries of callers and 
furnishing them with information, 
to an advanced operations and cus-
tomer service delivery point. This is 
epitomised in the launch of services 
pertinent to the renewal of vehicle 
registrations, driver licences and 

recharging Salik accounts through 
the call centre, banks or Salik portal 
(www.salik.ae).

“The Salik call centre is operated 
by 60 employees hailing from more 
than 20 nationalities who speak more 
than 10 languages, and are super-
vised by six team heads,” elaborated 
Al Tayer.

Keenaghan said, “Companies op-
erating in the region place much em-
phasis on adopting technological and 
customer-centric service options, 
given the rapidly growing customer 
expectations.”

Meanwhile, Al Rida said, “The RTA 
is making expeditious efforts to strike 
a strategic harmony that goes side by 
side with the operational aspects.”

the payment of traffic fines through 
a telephone contact with the call 
centre, which is the first service of 
its type in the Middle East. Now, 
customers can process their transac-
tions related to the renewal of ve-
hicle registration or driver licences, 
as well as payment of fines through 
four channels, namely the RTA web 
site, customer service centres spread 
all over Dubai, approved insurers 
and recently through a telephone 
contact to the call centre.

“The RTA’s main call centre 
responds to customer enquiries as 
regards to the services offered by 
the RTA, which exceed 150 services. 
The centre is manned by about 94 
employees, who speak multiple 
languages and are being trained and 
qualified on how to offer the best 
customer service experience.

“The RTA call centre designated 
for the toll gates system branded as 
Salik is one of 36 centres managed by 
TransCore Co. worldwide. The centre 
offers a host of services, including the 
selling of Salik tags, activating Salik 
cards, sending SMS notifications, and 

Two RTA call centres given Best Call Centre in the Region awards by Insights, a leading industry institution. 
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Reading tops RTA agenda 

campaigns

A delegation from the RTA recently 
visited Al Ebdaa Model School, in 
Dubai, to showcase the importance of 
reading to students in a move aimed 
at fostering the reading habits of 
these young students and encourag-
ing them to acquire various books 
that help advance their intellectual 
abilities. The move comes in line with 
the RTA’s Read More initiative, target-
ing students of public and private 
schools aged seven to 14 years.

Yousef Al Ali, Acting CEO of Dubai 
Taxi Corporation (DTC), stressed the 
importance of reading to individuals, 
as the diversification of knowledge 
and culture contributes consider-
ably to communicating with others 
and attaining the highest practical 
positions in future. He emphasised 
the importance of reading at an early 
age as it “empowers individuals to 
jumpstart their careers, hones their 
innovative skills and helps them 
pursue new developments in order to 
make a real addition to the country’s 
development”.

During the gathering, a brief sum-
mary was given about RTA mass 
transit systems, highlighting their 
immense role in streamlining the 
mobility of people across Dubai. Al 
Ali presented a quiz to the girls asking 
them several questions revolving 
around the public transit systems, 

 We are 
targeting a specific 
segment of students 
in a bid to lure them 
to read more.” 

yousef Al ali speaks to the schoolchildren about reading

and a variety of prizes were distrib-
uted to the winners.

Dr Aysha Al Busmait, Director of 
Marketing and Corporate Commu-
nication, reiterated the RTA’s care for 
students, them being the backbone 
of the community. “The Read More 
initiative is one of the community-
oriented initiatives through which we 
are keen on educating and promoting 
the skills of students, particularly as 
it echoes the directives of HH Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice President and Prime Minister of 
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, to care 
for building human capacities, the 
start of which goes back to the genu-
ine desire to read every positive and 

useful material,” she said. 
“Through this valuable initiative, 

we are targeting a specific segment of 
students in a bid to lure them to read 
more, fill their pastime with useful 
and safe reading material, and enable 
them to acquire the skills and arts of 
reading. The stories distributed are 

aimed to support this initiative as 
they are specific and concise in deliv-
ering information in an effective and 
objective manner, and commensu-
rate to the age bracket of the targeted 
category,” elaborated Dr Al Busmait. 

Aysha Lootah, Director of Al Ebdaa 
Model School, paid tribute to the 
active role of the RTA in opening 
up communication channels with 
Dubai schools with the aim of raising 
students’ awareness, which is in line 
with school aspirations to showcase 
the importance of reading among 
students, particularly youngsters, 
which, in a sense, reflects the interac-
tive spirit between various public 
organisations of the country.

RTA visits Al Ebdaa Model School as part of its Read More initiative, stressing the importance of reading. 
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Recipe

Test your skills with our puzzles or 
try something new with a recipe. Taking your time

Crossword

Answers

Across
1 Twitches (7) 5 Actor Mr Sharif (4) 10 Macbeth character 
(7) 11 Soothed (5) 12 Pay a social call (5) 13 Short period in 
which everything seems to go wrong (3,3) 15 Glowing coals 
(6) 17 Covers up, misrepresents (6) 19 Lights on/off control 
(6) 20 Sidestep (5) 23 Obvious, plain (5) 24 Drooped (7) 25 
Salary increase (4) 26 Vehicle that’s not brand new (4,3) 

Down
2 Wastes time (5) 3 People who pen books for others (12) 4 
Hilly region of Devon and Somerset (6) 6 Ford sports car (7) 
7 Metal bars (4) 8 Supporting cinema features (1-6) 9 Part of 
North America settled by the Vikings (12) 14 Climbs (7) 16 
City gents’ hats (7) 18 Moves from one place to another (6) 
21 Settled opinions (5) 22 Sign of an old wound (4)

Tuna sweetcorn pasta bake
This easy, low-cost recipe makes a filling and delicious family meal.

Ingredients
600g pasta shapes 
50g butter
50g plain flour
600ml milk
½ tsp mustard powder
200g grated mature cheddar
100g can sweetcorn, drained
100g peas
3 sliced spring onions
2 x 185g cans tuna, drained
Handful of fresh, chopped parsley

Method
1. Preheat the oven to 180C/350F/
Gas 4.
2. Cook the pasta in a saucepan 
of gently boiling water for around 

eight minutes (or according 
to packet instructions) then 
drain. While the pasta is 
boiling, melt the butter in a 
saucepan over a low heat and 
slowly stir in the flour with a 
wooden spoon. Cook for one minute, 
or until the mixture darkens slightly, 
being careful not to burn.
3. Gently stir the milk into the butter 
mixture, stirring constantly. Add 
the mustard powder and continue 
to cook until the mixture thickens 
enough to coat the back of the 
spoon.
4. Remove the pan from the heat and 
stir in most of the cheese, all of the 
sweetcorn, peas and spring onion. 

Serves

4/6
Season with salt and 

freshly ground black 
pepper then stir the 
cooked pasta into 

the sauce.
5. Spoon the tuna 

into the bottom of an 
ovenproof dish. Pour 
over the pasta and 
sauce mixture evenly, 
then sprinkle over the 
remaining grated cheese.
6. Bake for 15 to 20 
minutes, or until the sauce 
is bubbling and the top is 
golden-brown. Sprinkle 
over a little parsley then 
serve hot.
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Who’s this?Dennis the menace

Spiderman

Henry

Answer on page 38

Tuna sweetcorn pasta bake
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Puzzles Arroword

Sudoku 1 Sudoku 2

Answers
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WHO’S THIS? ANSWER - Charice Pempengco
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This week’s local weather

What's in your stars?
The Read. astrologer tells you exactly what to expect over the next seven days.

ARIES 
(MAR 21 - APR 20)  
It may be that you feel 
you’re coming up against a 
deadline as the week begins. Certainly, 
it appears your thoughts will be focused 
and that a partnership and contractual 
issue will dominate. It’s also possible 
that you’ll experience a little emotional 
blackmail from a family member. 

TAURUS 
(APR 21 - MAY 21) 
With health and repair 
issues moving up your 
agenda, you could feel stretched in 
many ways. On the considerable upside 
however, it may be that a project with 
overseas connection reaches a turning 
point on Friday—though you may feel 
you’re taking a gamble.

GEMINI
(MAY 22 - JUN 21)
It wouldn’t be surpris-
ing if money matters 
require attention. To what extent you’re 
prepared to take risks requires careful 
thought. There’s also the chance of 
someone you had past dealings with 
returning to the scene. You may know 
you have changed, but they don’t. 

CANCER
(JUN 22 - JUL 23)
Given that discussions 
could take a very inter-
esting turn for you by this coming 
Thursday—a job offer perhaps?— 
knowing exactly where you stand 
and what you don’t want to see 
compromised in any future arrange-
ments would surely be wise. 

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
Despite the diligence 
shown by yourself, it 
may be that certain individuals are 
not yet comfortable with a proposal. 
Your task could be to convince them 
that they are not taking a risk too far 
and that what’s proposed will be in 
their long-term interest. 

LIBRA
(SEP 24 - OCT 23) 
Perhaps you’ve been 
feeling bored recently? 
Midweek could provide the perfect 
time for you to move forward—it 
certainly appears you’ll be propelled 
into the spotlight. True, it may be that 
developments in the life of a very close 
companion shift your axis. 

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEP 23)
What’s suggested as a 
timeline or budget mid-
week could be music to your ears. You 
might then move quickly into the fast 
lane and show a certain person how 
quality can be maintained without 
compromise. Friday should find you at 
your negotiating best.

LEO
(JUL 24 - AUG 23)
It’s over the next few 
weeks that you might give 
more thought than usual to what truly 
matters. Filling up your spiritual engine 
could take priority. This coincides 
with Jupiter having moved into your 
networking area. It’s likely that you’ll be 
drawn to those who share a passion.

AQUARIUS
(JAN 21 - FEB 19)
It might well seem that 
everyone else has a point 
to make or that you can’t afford to do 
what you want to do. There may be 
health or work conditions that also 
block your path, but this week a bolt 
from the blue could come from an ex-
colleague that lifts your spirits back up.

PISCES
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Your head could be 
turned by someone who’s 
been travelling and has ideas as to how 
you could expand your career. They 
recognise you have marketable exper-
tise that you’ve never acknowledged, 
and might just give you the push you 
need to do something different. 

SAGITTARIUS
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
This week could prove 
to be a financial turning 
point. You may have reason to visit 
the past, possibly involving either 
a sibling or neighbour. In tying up 
loose ends you might also learn a 
great deal about yourself and your 
attitude to administration. 

CAPRICORN
(DEC 22 - JAN 20)
There’s an “enough is 
enough” feel to this week 
for you—which might well mani-
fest as drama before the end of the 
month. You might appreciate know-
ing whose support you can count on, 
and Aries, Libra and Cancer friends 
could feature particularly high.

SUN
24th 
Hot
High 40C 
Low 32C
Humidity 48%

MON
25th

Hot
High 39C 
Low 31C
Humidity 44%

TUE
26th

Hot
High 40C 
Low 30C
Humidity 46%

WED
27th 
Hot
High 41C 
Low 32C
Humidity 46%

THU
28th

Hot
High 40C 
Low 31C
Humidity 48%

FRI
29th

Hot
High 40C 
Low 30C
Humidity 48%

SAT
30th

Hot
High 40C 
Low 30C
Humidity 47%
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Sweet and soft meets crisp and crunchy.
Our signature soft vanilla ice cream with
your choice of strawberry, chocolate,
or caramel topping, lovingly nestled
in our new waffle cone.    


